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DEEPER INSIDE: BALLOT PICKS, ELECTION HELL, The
Journey To The Jerusalem Prayer Project, New Home-
less Program With Proven Track Record Of Success

Comes To Venice,

ﬁdate on the
Westminster Storage Facility
By Jon Wolff

The two October Venice ings that were

Iaciled

Poetry and Art
Presidential Election Analysis

By Joe Deleplaine
0n0ct9ber 19, 2016, at the third and final U.S,

fo discuss Councilmember Mike Bonin’s plan to create

a storage facility in the Westminster Senior Center for

unhoused people in\'enlee were caneelled If any further
ings are scheduled ber’s office

will announce lhemonlme. !nlhemnﬁme, how is the

storage facility coming along?

1 had the opportunity, on October 26, to speak on the
phone with Mr. Bonin’s Venice Field Representative,
Taylor Bazley. He said that the construction of the
facility would be completed in a couple of weeks. Afler
that, the L.A. City Council will vote on if and how it will

ale.

Although the Westminster facility project was an-
nounced back in March as part of a plan by Mike Bonin
1o address the issue of Homel of the
facility attended meetings in S:plemb« and filibustered
any rational discussion. Mr. Bonin's representatives later
met with individuals in Venice, including members of the
Venice Neighborhood Council, to find ways to improve
the plan for “stakeholders™ in Venice,

Opposition to the facility had come from those who
claim to live near Westminster Park where the West-
minster Senfor Center is located. These “residents” had
expressed fears at the Sepumbemudmp |hn !.bmk!ds,
many of whom attend W ins!

S:hool actoss the street, would somehow be ne;lmely
d by the p of d people who use
the slorage fadh!y In response (o their concerns, Mr.
Bonin's representatives asked for ideas to make it more
acceptable. Mr. Bazley was able o cite one such idea,
extra trash bins near the facility, as a way to make the

facility work better.
At this time, the Westminster storage facility is the only
pew stationary facility pl d in Venice. It ists of

one hundred and twenty-six storage bins, By Mr. Ba-

zley's estimate, there are nine hundred unhoused persons

in Venice. Other similar facilities are currenily operat-

ing in San Pedro and Downtown L.A. The feasibility

of these sites for use by those in need in Venice is for

anyone lo judge.
While

ion of the W facility is being

completed, some in Venice have filed a lawsuit to prevent
it from heppening. 1fa court were to issue an injunction,

it would be stopped but, so far, it’s legal.

One less-di d effect of the exi of a stor-
age facility is the expansion of police powers in regard
1o unhoused people, Last year’s L.A. Municipal Code
56.11 would have given the police the authonty to ticket
unhoused people and impound their possessions. Much
of this authority was reined in when it became clear that
a person without a place to store his or her belongings
couldn’t be told to remove them from the public space.
But now, if a storage facility begins operation, a radius
from the site will establish a zone around the facility.
The police will then, again, be able to take a person’s
stufl if he or she falls within the zone.

It remains to be seen how this will play out. If the
police are given more power 10 harass unhoused people,
will they only harass within the delineated boundaries?
If the zone of enforcement is one quarter of a mile around

continued on page 2

1 debate in Las Vegas, Nevada, the following
coatentious exchange took place between debate mod-
enator, Chris Wallace and Democratic Party Presidential
nominee, Hillary Clinton.

“Secretary Clinton,” Chris Wallace asked, “in a speech
you gave to a Brazilian bank, for which you were paid
§225,000, we've learned from the WikiLeaks that you
said, ‘My dream is a hemispheric common market with
open trade and open borders." Is that your dream, open
borders””

Clinton responded, “You are very clearly quoting from
WikiLeaks and what's really important about Wik
is that the Russian government has engaged in espionage
against Americans, they have hacked American websites,
American accounts of private people, of institutions.
Then they have given that information to WikiLeaks for
the purpose of putting it on the Internet. This has come
from the highest levels of the Russian government,
clearly, from Putin himself, in an effort to influence our
election... We've never had anything like this happen
in any of our elections before.” [hitp://www.presiden-
cy.uceb.edww/index php?pid=119039] [hutp:/Awww.
nbenews.com/meet-the-press/meet-press-october-16-
2016-n667251)

Clinton's response --setting aside its deliberate inaccu-
racies for a moment-- raises critical issues which need to
be addressed. Most urgent among them, the U.S. govem-
ment’s increasingly militaristic, anti-Russia hostilities.

Last week, President Obama ordered Russia to be
“officially” investigated by bom tho National Security
Agency and Homeland S P to Clinton
and the DNC's unsubstantiated clnum This week, Vice
President, Joe Biden, went further, declaring the U.S.
will launch a cyber attack on Russia as “retaliation”, In
addition to threats, the U.8. is encircling Russia’s borders
with increasing numbers of U.S. soldiers and military
firepower.

Bear in mind thal, to date, neither Clinton nor any U.S.

fes have p d any evid legitimizing Clin-
fon's claims of “Russian interference” in U.S. elections or
the DNC's emails being “hacked by Russia™.

In the US. g has done both --and
far worse-- Ily, luding: the ing mil-
lions of lndi;coous people worldwide and well as within
its own borders; the funding, arming and training of
death squads around the world; the continued torturing of
people and the continued “hacking™ and data collection
of i people d ically and outside the U.S. The
latter being revealed most recently through information
made public by the Snowden, Assange and Manley leaks.

Most brutal of all, however, is the long history of the
U.S. using its military to maintain murderous dicta-
torships worldwide. Here's a woefully incomplete list,
beginning with the Duvaliers in Haiti; Chlle s Augusto
Pinochet (after inating d ically-elected
(I\S president, and delete comrna) Salvador Allende);
Congo's Joseph Sese Seko Mobutu (afler assassinating
the country’s d ically-elected President, Patrice
Lumumba), Angola‘l Jonas Savimbi; lmn s 50- ulled

; the D

Rafael Tnmllo, .md the current Saudi family.
continued on page 3

Families are the building blocks

of a healthy, thriving community.

Well Baby Center helps cement family

relationships in Venice and Mar Vista.
By Barbara A. Mastej

ln llme times of escalating property values, rampant
focus on iny rather than com-
munity it's rare to find someone who is so committed to
helping both the “have” and “have not” families living in
Venice

Blending her keen sense of entreprencurship with
her expertise in infant-parent mental health, Deborah
Groening, MA, LMFT and Psy.D, candidate, founded
Well Baby Center in 2009 to provide parenting support
services and counseling for young children (prenatal to
S years old) and their families living in Venice and Mar
Vista. While there are many boutique businesses on the
Westside that cater to small children and their parents,
many of these may be out of reach for low-income res-
idents. WBC welcomes families of all economic status.
Unlike the typical “mommy & me" model, WBC is
staffed by mental health professionals.

Groening’s model for Well Baby Cenler was inspired
by bher own expenenull and intellectual joumcy Asa
mother, she knew the i Ilenges of
raising small children firsthand, She saw nm motherbood
could also bring turbulence in a woman's relationship
with her partner, herself, and with her own mother, Con-
currently, Groening was pursuing a degree in psychology
with a direct emphasis on the family dynamic at Antioch
Universily. “The subject of infant-family menlal health
became my passion, so I decided to start a parenting and
counseling ceoter thal would advance accessibility of

¢ services for mothers and mothers-lo-be,” she
said. I set out 1o help women receive social and psycho-
logical support during one of the most vulnerable limes
of their lives." A woman of boundless energy, Groening
continues 1o broaden her studies in infant-parent and
perinatal mental health, and endeavors to keep abreast
of innovative clinical thinking and theory. She is about
to supplement her Masters in Clinical Psychology with
a Doctorate in Marriage-Family Therapy from Ryokan
College. She stresses the importance of evolving to both
better hersell and the center she founded.

Groening moved to Venice over 30 years ago, long
before the onslaught of gentrification. She was drawn to
the arca by its unique mix of people of all races, creeds,
and economic strata. Taking this to heart, she envisioned
Well Baby Center as a place where every family could
afford essential services by offering them at low feesona
sliding scale.

“The transition to parenthood is rarely simple and

can bring one or more struggles for new or expanding
families. The professional slafT at Well Baby Center leads
groups and classes or private sessions that blanket a wide
range of issues. These include post partum depression,
loneliness, anxiety, social isolation, breast feeding and
weaning, separation, divorce, or blended families, marital
continued on page 3




1 « fovember 201b # Frea ‘Ventte Brathhead
FREE VENIEE %
b
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Tho FREE VENICE BEACHHEAD Jx published
monthly by the Beachbead Coflective as 3 vehicle for
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OCOUrEges Anyone 4o sabani news slories, articles, let-
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Iectively on materia] published. Thers is no editor on the
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The State of the Beachhead.
by Not The Editor

Well if you are reading this then wo have successful-
Iy put out suother edition of the Free Veaive Beach.
head, Wo hava about 2 months of so of funda in the
banlk, end some axpected revenus, We need com-
munity members coming forward to take reponsitil-
ity for distribution, fundraising, sustainer list main-
tenance, and of vounss, writing, Whils § 1ike to think
I bave done a decent job of pulling this issue out of
the void, the facts are that we thrive only from your
contributoins.  Here we have a shovier issue, bul
last issue used 3 Rull page graphics. Therois much
going on about development issuss, and it seems ko
me thal most development pesmits are being subject
o & ot of scrutiny. There is much politieal intripus.
We cannot cover it sll, but you can, This paper is

YOUY poers.

Weaiminster Fucility from page I
L storsge Tactlity, would 3 person b safe from police
harassment if e or she xils ooe quarier of a mite and two
fert from the facitity? 16 the ntorage facility closes fom
1ak of funding or fram weather damege oe fire, will tha
: Py Ives from enforck

police ly
LAMK 36,11 in the zone?

Wik the eifect of giving the police more power set s
i recedeni? Will some, in Venies, come Lo expeet
mﬁ"u process by which the police can tcket peopls
and seite their possessions? Would thers be 1imes when
he police oversiep the bounds of thalr amthorily and
Seave it (o their victiow 10 sord it out iates? Any student
of History should hesitate lo give the police mom power
han they already have,

Stitl, this ceems to be the moat froquentfy proposed
answor (o the bousing crisly, Public meetings often fidl
back (o this one issue. Lilile enthusiasm [s expressed
for achuald Jow-k hoasing. Litue atteation iz pai
to ilbegat conversions of spartment budldings inta hotels.
And Hitle enforcement i brought against devetopers wio
thumb their noses at city and siate zoning laws aad bulld
aore Big Ugly Boxes. Agzin and again, “doing some-
thing” adout Homelsasnesa by synonymous with “meore
pokice™

But Wis docan’t ave bo be. Why should snyane
X8 3 compromise whers e introduction of storsge
facilities for tha unhousad in Venice has (0 come with
moee police abuse? Why should ime and lifetinwe
Venetiag, wivo remwmbér tho days the police were
a1 war with the poople, accept 8 “lake It of leave it offer?

Insiead, cavlsion a Vealse where provision is made
for (hose in need, as il once was. imagine  Venica where
(he proficers can't ge1 & 30)id footing a itonce
wis. Sco s Vonlco whese thoss living oweida are living
inxida, a5 # once was. And realize a Venice wheve deai-
slons about Veslce aren’t made by samsbody ¢ise.
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STOP THE BID NOW: VENICE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT {BID)
Venice Is o Shored end Diverse Community-NOT a Business Districts
... Rublic Heating ot Gty 13K, 10 atn on Novernber 8, 2016

+ Only Non-Residenti! Propenty Owinrs vote and Uiy wiiDe dwdidad
$10.3 Million Dollars over S yeass

WHAT CANTDO?
pen 1 24
OLIT: a2

Help A Free Press Survive:
Annuat Sustainer; $100. Individual Sub-
scriptions: $35/year Institutional Sub-
scriptions: $50/ycar Masil: Beachhead,
PO Box 2, Venice, CA 90294

» Host stakeboiers have NO vobe bt WE will bear the bunt of the BiD-a
privaiely ARNED secanity orco who answer only to thow smployers-
(Handevfls. mace, and in gome BIOS GURY, with RO Cite aversighi
onio the money in honded over. More people may be harmed o7 even

o 3t 1o hands of untrained satunty, batad on xpavitntes v gaghud

the Gty of LA and beyong,

« Don't Be Fooled ihat the Vencs Beach BID wit provide senises he Oy
doxsn’l ‘Homeless outreach” by BiDs uswilly msans ehasieg prople
¥y from 1he Daach 3res 1040 resriential and othes sumeunding
neighborh0ods, ot actuaily helping pecpls secuns housing
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The Peace and Freedom Party
On State Propositions

Preposition 51, a $% billion schoo! bond (swith $1
billion going to charter school conslruction), must be
repaid With en additional $3.6 billion in tax-free inter-
est, For more, se¢ this asticte. Vote NO,

Proposition 52 secuses funding for MediCal and ser-
vices for poor people from a hospital fee and preveats
the state legisleture from diverting (he ¢armarked
mancy to the general fund, Yote YES,

r x it 5] ~ an d i L4 —l: i L4
YOI& 10 app bonds (fi d by the pro-
ceeds from Lhe funded projects). Vote NO.

Proposilion 54 looks like a Republican answer la a dis-
puie between the two major parties about how to make
ihe fepisfative process mose transpasent. We ase sifling
his out fol now.

P 55 ds Prof 30, which taxes (he
weahhy 101 funding for ed and heshh-
care. Frop. 55 lels the one-half ceat sales tax in Prop.
30 expire at the end of 2016, Yote YES,

Proposition 56 addsa $2 a pack excise 1ax 0n ciga-
eties and rasses laxes on e-cigarettes, Thigregressive
tax wili hurt Jow~income people. Vote NO.

Peoposition 57 reducas for many non-violent
crimes and staps (he practica of i distely sending
Juveniles to adult court. Yote YES.

Proposilion 58 repeals pant of Prop. 227 (1998) ta
restore the option of bilingual education. For moze see
this asticle. Vote YES,

Proposition 59 (sdvisory) requires officials to push to
amend the ULS. Constitution to reverse the Supreme
Court’s "Citizens United™ ruling. Money is not speech;
corporations are not people. Vote YES.

Proposition 60 requices thal actors in explicit sex
scenes wear condoms on the job. This is about health
and safety. Yote YES.

Proposition 61 places a limit on tha amount pharma-
ceutical companies can charge the State for presedp-
tion drugs. For morc s¢c this article. Vote YES,

Proposition 62 abalishes the death penalty. We do

not like the aliernalive, life wilhout parole, and other
onzrous provisions of this proposition. But we can and
roust end the death penalty now, and counter the pos-
sibility of proposition 66 (aking precedenca by gelling
maore vates, For more, see this anticle. Vote YES.

Proposition 63 requires retailers (o report anyone whe
purchases any ammunition 1o the Diepartment of Jus-
tice. There is alieady a iaw prohibiting possession of
large capacity magazine fircams. Voie NO,

Proposilion 64 degalizes marifuana and hemp in Ca I
eumpls medical marijusna from some laxation and

re and destruction of records for
prioy matijuans :on\ncllons Vote YES.

Proposition 65 sounds like an environmental measure
tust is desipned to reduce support for a plastic bag ban.
For more sce this anticle. Yotz NO.

Proposition 66 would speed up the applicalion of the
death penalty and require mexperienced lawyers to
(ake dreath penalty cases, Foc more see this arlicle.
Work to pass Prop, 62 and vote NO on 66.

Proposition 67 is a referendum on the plastic bag ban
that was passed by the legislature to protect wildiife
and preveat waste. For more see this asficle. Vote YES.
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Presidentiol Roce, from page |

Examples of 'cyber-sabolage” include the so-called
"Smmcl altack carried oul first by the George W. Bush

ion, then lated by the Obama Administra-
tion. This cyiminated in 2012 when a thousand Iranian
nuclear cendrifuges were lasgeted and destroyed by a
combined “hack” cazried oot by the .S, and Tsraeh
gm‘cmmems[http;‘/www nyti.mcs comlzai:z!oslallworldf
P
ordered-wave-of-cyb

iran html). The atieck was unnecessary, destrayin g equip-
menl used fo punify uranium. [ran was not building nucle-
af weapons, unlike the 1.8, and lerael. This US. “hack™
was, however, an unpravoked act of war, Then again, 50
isthe £).§, assassinating other countries’ leaders.

Given this history, when Secretary of State, John
Kerry, in euly Qclober, d ded the UN. i gal
Russia for 'war crimes” in Sytia [hita/Awww.nytimes,
com/2016/10/08/us/politicsjohn-kerry-sussia-syris-assad.
html] while, et the same time, U.S. bombs were killing
Synan civilians, it is more Ihan simply hypocritical, H's
a call 1o action for working people --united, here and
imema!iona]l) -- 1o demand an immediate €nd lo el U.S.

aggressy

Lafi uncheclted the U.S. can vecy guickly push its
anti-Russian aggression ta the point where Russia
and the U.S. are actively shooting each othess planes
and missiles ol of the skies over Syria As former
CIA analyst Rey McGovern noted on RT's “Loud
and Clear”, [hitps:#/sputniknevws.comfredio_Joud_
and clmﬂOlélO)BlNM3579h‘<posed ha\xtnem

veek-fabricated-a-putin-teum, eoryf] That
35, untess --and until-- the U.S. is forced 1o ba‘k Jcm‘l.
cooperate with other couniries and ease
itsclf, China and Russia.

Ebsiorically the only force capable of doing this has
been --and continues to be~ a united fmnt of\wrklng
and oppressed people & icall i
The same force targeted by U.S, violeace and impeci-
alism. The only force, in fact, that's consisiently beatea
1he imparialists. Regardless of whether Tromp or Hillary
wins the presidency, continue ta uaite, organize and fight
back for working peaplel

lavis

MBNL

e LA County Measures N
Measure A - Safe, Clean Neighborhood Parks,
Open Space, Beaches, Rivers Prolection & Waler
Conservation Measure « Endorse
Measare M « Los Angeles County Traffic lm-

/"ote for alternative candidates in cases\
where the Democrat is a sure win.

Hillary will win in California easily, so you have
&N oppoTtunity to vore for others wlose views
may more closely malch your own:

Federal

Peace and Freedom Party
Gloria La Riva for President
Dennis Banks for Vice President

Green Party Candidate:
Jill Stein for President

State Democrats

Kuamala D. Hamnis for US Senate

Ted Lieu for US Congress District 33
CA Assembly 62 ~ Autemn Barke

AN /

provement Plan « Endorse

Measure FF - Santa Monica Mouontains » Entlorse
Measure GG - Santa Monica Mountains « En~
dorse

City of Los Angeles

Measure HHH - City of Los Angeles Homeless-
ness Reduction and Preveation, Housing, an
Facilitites Bond. Proposition * Endorse

Measure J3); Affordable Housing and Labor Stan-
dards Relaled to City Planning - This pels mixed
reviews, bul any restrictions on developmeni will
raise {he ite of both devetopers and the Chamber
Of Commerce who argue that mandates make
building affordible housing more expensive.. -
Yes

Measure RRR - City of Los Angeles Pepartment
of Water and Power {DWP), Charter Asnendent »

Oppose

AN /
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WBC from page |
conﬂlct ami sexual i ¥, about children's
al 1 Aaval of dealing with

Our gon] is fo equip pa:cnls wﬂh 10l lo leduc: feelings
of being averwheimed, thow them ways to strengthen
bonds with their children while lovingly enforcing limits,
and help couples find ways to work 1ogether using a com-
mon p ¢ language and positive methods of child
rearing.”

WRBC's programs are based on & multi-disciplinary,
family systems approach. Counseling and relationship
support services include: infant-pareal psychotherapy,
Mindful Parenling qups.. femity lhempy <ouples conn-
seling, child th P tons, Mindful

" Pregnancy and Newborn Pafen::qg Groups, Becoming

Social — a social skills school readiness group, and final-
fy, Laving Discipline — a miadfulness-based parenting
group. WBC is also able 10 help individuals that have
been court-ardesed to take parenting classes. H is also a
Irairing center for infant-parent mental health speciatists

Asked if she felt WBC was making a positive differ-
ence, Groening tecalled one specific case during the early
days of the center that reassured her that, yas, it iruly
doss. “A single mother with 2 small child end a newbosn
came inlo the center looking fos help. She was working
as 2 secretary while in the process of scparating from her
husband. She was — naturally — beyond stressed. Afier
joining a weekly Mindful Parenting Graup, she told me
the group heiped her eealize she wasn't alone and now
had a safa haven in which she could speak openly about
all she was going thsough. Talking lo other moms with
similas issues helped relieve hee anxiety, Oncs she gained
consisteni professional and social support, she begen Lo
feel that her life was ble again, B Ily her
co-parent came (0 some of the parenl-child groups as
well, 50 they benefited from having 2 commeon parenting
language. And in Lhe bigger picture there is now one
mose mother who is happier and that refiects within the
community,”

1n January 2018, Walt Baby cetebrated its Bih yeas ~
baving provided more than 5,000 children and families
with menlaf health and preventative services. It continues
to expand ils collaborative network of public and private
ozgantzations, has trained 62 infani-parent specialists, and
has successfully gamered the respect and autharization as
a full-service organization. WHC conlinues to empower
hundreds of new parents with invalpable toals, training,
experiences and support.

There’s a pfayful side to Well Baby Center, 100! The
center has a 1,250 sq. ft shaded play yard — availabfe
for 10w cost binhday parties and drop-in play groups.

It is equipped with a naturat wood climbing stnkture
and slide, a wooden play house, a ball pool, sand toys,

& balance beam, and child-sized picoic 1ables. Children
and parents come to meet and play on Thursdays from
12:30 to 4:00 pm — and i1’s free Lo the community}
This is a greal opporlunity for losal parenis to meet vne
another while their kids make new fiends. These sre also
yoga classas for young toddlers and their eoms, holiday
parties, and music classes in which the little ones are
encouraged 10 use drums and other insttuments to make
their happy noise.

Although Graening will be stepping down as the cen-
ter's Executive Director, sha will continue on as a Senior
Child and Family Psychotherapist and a Mindful Parent-
ing Group Leader. She says her vision has been realized,
bul emphasizes that there is much more that can be done.
“1'd love (0 pariner with other entrepreaeusial philanihro-
pists who would like to open Well Beby Cenlers all over
town — frankly, [ don'l see why there aren’t Well Baby
Cenlers in every neighborhoodi™

Below, phota of painting by Barbra A, Masiej, of
IWelf Baby Center Founder Debora); Grovning,




